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Amendments to the Claims : 

Plea.se cancel claims 2 and 7 and amend claims 1, 3-6, 8 and 
9 as fellows. The following listing of claims will replace all 
prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended) . An image data acquisition 
method comprising: 

scanning a sample , which includes a plurality of spots or^ a 
substrate, by with a lig;tt beam ; 

acquiring scanned image data by receiving * light from th© 
sample-; — tv acquir e a ^cann&cl i mage da ' ia ; and 

sequentially storing the acau i red scanned image data 
obtained by scanning a region of a predetermined size every time 
c; region scanned by with the light reaches a predetermined size, 
sequ e ntially wherein the size of the scanning region is adjusted 
based on tfre acquired scanned image data such that boundaries of 
adjacent scanning regions do no: overlap the Plurality of spots 
on the substrate . 
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:iaim 2 (Cancelled) 



Claim 3 (Currently Amended) . The image data acquisition 
nethcd according to claim 2, wherein tlifr sequent ially stored 
acquired scanned imaae daca p0Jsi £ ic » n - inf cirmation o n lasp e ctive 
scanning regions is stored bv adding i^e added to each item -cjf 
5 t .he scanned imag e data s e qu e n t ially ator e o position information 
regarding respective scanning regions thereto . 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended) . The image data acquisition 
method according to claim 2- wherein the sample is a DNA 
microarray in which a plurality numb e r of spors are arranged as a 
measurement ob j ect-; — and th e size cf the — scanning r^giuu is - -such 
5 t hat a boundary in th e scanning region is not ov e rlapp e d un the 
s kJ o L . 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended) . The image data acquisition 
method according to cL&im -2- 1, wherein the scanning by the light 
beam is carried out 1 performed by main scanning and sub-scanning 
in a direction orthogonal to the main scanning th e r e to , and 
5 adjustment, of the size of the scanning region is carried eat 
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ad 'lasted by regulating the number of scanring lines of during the 
main scanning. 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended) . The image data acquisition 
method according to claim 1, wherein an analysis processing is 
executed for the stored scanned image dat-i in parallel with 
scanning of a next region when the storage of the scanned image 
dara is complete oumyletc j . 

Claim 7 (Cancelled) . 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended) . The image data acquisition 
method according no claim 1, wherein tne scanning by the light 
beam is carried out by main scanning and sub-scanning in a 
direction orthogonal to uhe main scanning ther e to , and both of 
the main scanning and the sub-scanning are carried out by moving 
the sample. 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended) . The image data acquisition 
method according to cla:m \, wherein the scanning by the light 
beam is carried out by main scanning and sub-scanning in a 
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direction orthogonal cn 1- l^n scanning «here^, and *he main 
5 scanning is u ut b y -n grti.rt.ed with an optical scanner. 



-5- 



PA6E 5/9* RCVD AT 11/13/20035:11:54 PM [Eastern Standi Time]* SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:8729306 * CSE:212 319 5101 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-20 



